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INTRODUCTION:


Participation in the band program involves the performance of music.  This is for student development and evaluation, as well as fostering a close bond between the school and community. Students are required to participate in all parts of the band program.  Band is a yearly course.


The performance of music is the "TESTING" of our students.  Since there are no "Make-up" days for “tests,” all students are required to attend all performances and outside rehearsals.  Please read this handbook carefully for attendance requirements.

CLASSROOM RULES:


1. No gum, pop, or food of any kind during rehearsals.  No exceptions.

2. Students are expected to be in their assigned seats when the second bell rings.  Attendance is taken 


during this class and will be determined in the following manner:



a. Attendance is taken immediately.



b. Three (3) tardies will result in a detention.


3. No hats are allowed in the band room. 


4. Be courteous of others and the director(s) working with you.  Talking during rehearsal cannot be tolerated.


5. You are responsible for your own equipment.  Do not assume that someone else is looking out for you.  
  
    Please return all equipment to its proper storage place at the end of a rehearsal and/or performance.

ATTENDANCE AND GRADING POLICY:


Education can only take place when students and teachers are available for learning.  It is essential that all band members attend all rehearsals and performances.  Missing a rehearsal jeopardizes the band's performance.  The following policy is shared by the entire music department and has the full endorsement and support of the Otsego administration.


1.  All rehearsals are mandatory.


2.  All Performances are mandatory.

3.  Missing a rehearsal or performance falls into one of two categories:

Excused absences will be granted for the following reasons, provided that written notice is provided to the director prior to the absence. (In the case of sudden illness, the written notice must be provided immediately upon the student's return to school.)


a. ILLNESS - unable to leave home or by physician order.


b. FUNERAL

c. CATASTROPHE - Student encounters a dire, unusual happening.


d. SPECIAL AWARDS OR PARTICIPATION


e. SCHOOL SPORTS - to be worked out with the individual coach, however, please keep in mind that band is
    course taken for credit.  

Unexcused absences will lower a student's grade for the nine-week period.


a. Absences may be handled through the following manner:





1. Conference with student





2. Letter to parents





3. Conference with parent, counselor, and/or administration.





4. Removal from Band


b. Unexcused absences from a performance will affect the student's grade by lowering it two (2) letter grades.  Grades are also determined by the student's attitude, discipline, and punctuality and playing to his/her ability.


All absences, whether excused or unexcused, must be accompanied by written notice from the parent or guardian explaining the exact reason for the absence.   Determination for excused or unexcused rests solely with the director of bands.

INSTRUMENTS:


Privately owned instruments are the sole responsibility of the student. Every effort is made to insure that the instruments are safe while at school.  It is the student's responsibility to secure his/her equipment in the designated area. This is the only was to insure your equipment is safe.  School insurance will not cover privately owned instruments and the band staff recommends that each parent check with their homeowner's insurance policy to cover the instrument for loss or damage.  Of course, only a properly maintained instrument will play to it's potential.  Please keep your instrument clean.


The school does provide specialty instruments.  At this time, there is no rental fee for the use of these instruments.  It is however, understood that the students using such an instrument is responsible for the care and maintenance of the instrument.  This includes the financial responsibility for damages to that instrument beyond the scope of what is considered normal wear and tear.

UNIFORMS:
The Otsego Middle School Band and Choir shall wear the following outfits:


Girls:
black skirts (at least knee length), black shoes, nude hose, and a white long-sleeved shirt.


Boys:
Black dress pants (no jeans), black shoes (no tennis shoes), black socks, and a white long-sleeved shirt.

.

REHEARSALS:


For the most part, band rehearsals are held during the school day.  The band may have extra rehearsals to prepare for the contest season.  These rehearsals may be for the purpose of having guest conductors rehearse the band in an extended rehearsal.  Any extra rehearsals will be announced well in advance.

JAZZ BAND:


We will have a middle school jazz band that will meet on Fridays during the school year.  Those involved in swing choir will have the opportunity to be a part of the jazz band.  The jazz band will perform on each of our three concerts.  Students not involved in jazz band will have sectionals most weeks during the year.  When not in sectionals students will either be sent to study hall or be expected to have homework to do or a book to read.

SOLO/ENSEMBLE CONTEST:


April 1, 2006


If you are interested in Solo/Ensemble Contest, please check the required list in the director's office during September and October.  Scale and rudiment requirements are also posted in the office.  The staff will be working with individuals and ensembles during January, February and March in order to submit applications on time.

BAND AND CHOIR CONTEST:


May 12, 13, 2006


The Middle School Band does participate in this event.  

DISTRICT HONORS BAND:


February 26, 2006             

OMEA District I schedules an honors festival with musicians selected by audition or application.  This group usually rehearses on Wednesday evening, all day Saturday, with a Sunday afternoon performance.  Students must be able to make all rehearsals and the performance to participate.  The guest conductors are usually musicians of high national acclaim and the experience has been a memorable one for those who has participated in the past.

HONORS/FESTIVAL GROUP:


Throughout the year, Otsego students have the opportunity to participate in honor/festival/all-state groups.  Some are open through application while others require an audition.  These groups allow our students to work with other outstanding musicians and teachers, advancing their own musicality.  Please take advantage of these opportunities.  Check the Band Office for details.

SUPPLIES:


The Band Office will carry supplies of reeds, oil, etc.  It is important for all reed players to have extra reeds available.  Band students have different supply needs depending on the instrument they play.  Students are expected to have an ample supply of reeds, oils, and other necessary supplies in order to participate fully in band.  Students using reeds should consider buying them by the box.  They are cheaper and it drastically reduces the chances of students having a grade lowered due to an instrument that is not playable.  We will use quality reeds at Otsego.  Orange box Rico reeds are not considered quality material at the junior high or high school level.  The director will give you a list of reed makes that are acceptable in the Otsego Middle School Band.  Please make checks payable to “Otsego Music Boosters.”

MUSIC BOOSTERS:


The Otsego Music Boosters provide a great deal of assistance to the band, especially financial and manpower.  Throughout the year they will operate a variety of projects that require both student and parent assistance.  ALL PARENTS ARE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED TO BECOME INVOLVED WITH THE MUSIC BOOSTERS.  Meetings are held the first Monday of each month, except January and July, at 6:30 pm.

Middle School Music Calendar 2004-2005

September

12

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

October

3

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

November

7

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

December

6

Middle School Christmas Concert
7:00 p.m. (Anthony Wayne)

February

6

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

26

District I Honors Band

Stranahan Theatre

March

6

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

April

1

Middle School Solo & Ensemble
TBA

9

Chicken BBQ Dinner/Concert
2:00 – 6:00 p.m.

10

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

May

1

Music Boosters Meeting

6:30 p.m. at the HS

12-13

Middle School Band Contest

TBA

16

Spring Concert


7:00 p.m. @ Anthony Wayne

All performances are mandatory and have a positive or negative 

effect on grades based on attendance.

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM TO MR. DUBLER NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 9. 
I have read the Otsego Middle School Band Student Handbook and understand its content, rules, obligations, and calendar for the 2005 - 2006 school year.  It is understood that all performances and rehearsals are mandatory.  
_____________________________________________

(Student name PRINT)
______________________________________________             

(Student signature)                                                 

 ______________________________________________
(Parent signature)

_____​​____________________________

(Date)


