Working with the collections file

After you make changes to your collections, such as adding, deleting, moving, copying, or renaming clips, it is a good idea to back up your collections file. Because of Deep Freeze at Otsego, YOU MUST DO THIS!  The collections file, which has a .dat file name extension, is a database that stores information about the organization of your collections and the clips within your collections. 

The collections file is located on your hard disk in the following folder: \Documents and Settings\UserAccountName\Local Settings\Application Data\Microsoft\Movie Maker. For example, if Windows is installed on drive C, and your account name is Student, your collections file would be located in C:\Documents and Settings\Student\Local Settings\Application Data\Microsoft\Movie Maker. A collections file is created for each user (name at log in).

Backing up the collection file does not back up the source files that you import into your collections. If the source file is deleted, renamed, or moved from the location from where it was imported, you cannot use the source file unless you locate the source file or import it again. Consider backing up the location or folder that contains the source files as well.


· To see the Local Settings folder and its contents, as well as other hidden folders and files, you must have the Show hidden files and folders setting selected:  My Computer – Tools – Folder Options – View – Show hidden files and folder – Apply - OK
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To back up the collections file

1. In My Computer or Windows Explorer, locate the following folder on your computer: 

\Documents and Settings\UserAccountName\Local Settings\Application Data\Microsoft\Movie Maker

2. Select the collections file Mediatab.dat file in the folder. 

3. On the Edit menu, click Copy. 

4. Choose your own folder on the server and the specific folder for the project.  If you have several projects, each project should have its own folder that contains that project’s source files, project file, and collection file 

5. On the Edit menu, click Paste. 

It is recommended that you copy the collections file to another location either on your computer or that is accessible from your computer, such as a recordable CD, shared network location, or compressed media drive. Therefore, if your existing collections file become unusable or is lost, you can then use this collections file to restore your collections in Windows Movie Maker.

To restore the collections file (on any elementary building computer connected to the network)

1. Open and then Close Windows Movie Maker. (This automatically creates a Movie Maker folder for that user if necessary.)

2. In My Computer or Windows Explorer, locate the following folder on your computer: \Documents and Settings\UserAccountName\Local Settings\Application Data\Microsoft\Movie Maker

3. Select the collections file Mediatab.dat file in the folder. Remember it’s name (exactly).

4. On the Edit menu, click Delete. 

5. In My Network Places, locate the folder that contains the backup copy of the collections file Mediatab.dat.  

6. Select the Mediatab.dat file. 
(it might have a number in the file name Mediatab2.dat – that’s ok)

7. On the Edit menu, click Copy. 

8. Open the following folder: 

9. \Documents and Settings\UserAccountName\Local Settings\Application Data\Microsoft\Movie Maker

10. On the Edit menu, click Paste. 

11. Rename the file to the exact name of the Mediatab.dat file that was deleted in step 4

The collections in Windows Movie Maker appears as they did originally when the collections file was backed up, provided the source files still remain in their original locations and have the same names as when each file was originally imported.

The End

