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Vietnam
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Most of the historians think the Vietnamese people are related to early rice-cultivating cultures, like the Viet people or, the Dong Son. Chinese forces constantly attacked North Vietnam. They defeated it in the 2nd century B.C. China named it Annam. Because of this, Vietnamese culture is much like China’s.

The eastern side of Vietnam is bordered by the South China Sea and the Gulf of Tokin. The western side of Vietnam is bordered by Cambodia and the Northern side is bordered by China. Vietnam is west of the Philippines and northwest of Malaysia. It is connected to Southeast Asia.
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Vietnam’s two main rivers are the Red River, and the Mekoning River. The Mekoning River is Southeast Asia’s longest river. The deltas of both the Red River, and the Mekoning River are the most populated areas in Vietnam. Many attempts have been made to stop the Red River from flooding, but it always floods every year during the Monsoon.

The climate in northern Vietnam has heavy rain, and extreme typhoons during May-October. The normal summer temperature is 86(F. Winters are very dry. It sometimes drizzles and is misty during November-April. The normal winter temperature is 61(F. The climate in southern Vietnam is tropical all year long. There are three seasons. It is coolest in November-January, and hottest in February-May. The rainy season begins in May, or June, and lasts until October or November. During this time thunderstorms occur almost daily.
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There are “Hill Groups” that live in the mountains around the Red River Delta, and central highlands. They make up 10% of the population. They live off of farming. In Vietnam, women are expected to do most of the household work. Sometimes women work in the rice fields. Some children do household work and help work in the family business with their dad. 

 Vietnamese is the most common language in Vietnam. Vietnamese is a tonal language. That means some words can be spoken in different tones and mean several different things. There are six tones in the Vietnamese language. In Vietnam they also speak English, French, Chinese, Khmer, or their own language.
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Most of the time rice is eaten three times a day. A person will get a rice bowl that they will add vegetables, meats, and other things. A normal breakfast is noodle soup with herbs, chicken, pork, or beef. Sometimes villages eat xoi. It is a sticky rice mixed with peanuts or mug beans steamed in a leaf wrapper. The most popular snack is a deep fried egg roll stuffed with noodles, pork, garlic, shallots, and other stuff. It is called chaw yaw. Popular condiments are shrimp past, lemongrass, mint, and lime juice.
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More than six million people ride motorized bikes. Bicycle rickshaws came to Vietnam during the 1930`s. large systems of busses run through most of Vietnam. On the Mekoning delta, they use large wooden cargo boats to get around. In the South China Sea, they use Junks with covered decks, and tall masts. The Junks need to stay out in deep water otherwise they will hit bottom, so they row out to them in small basket boats.

During the Vietnamese New Year, families decorate their houses in red, and gold. They hang a woodcut of the coming year’s zodiac symbol on the wall. Plum branches, and a decorated bamboo pole are put in the house symbolizing Tet, for good luck and protection from evil spirits. As the sun sets offerings are given to Buddha, and dead family members who are invited to join the festivals. All of the people dress in their best cloths. Children that behave well get money wrapped in red paper. The Vietnamese people think the first few days of the New Year determine the fortune of the rest of the year. So they avoid negative talk, arguing, and fighting.
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Vietnam was invaded by Japan during WWII {1939-1945}. Ho Chi Minich and the people loyal to him made a nationalistic communist resistance [image: image13.jpg]


called Viet Minith in 1945. The Viet Minith controlled north and south, but the French Controlled parts of the south. The first Indochina war was in 1946 because the French demanded control of Vietnam. The Viet Minith defeated the French in 1954. A Roman Catholic made himself president in 1955. In 1963 the Viet [image: image14.jpg]i



Cong witch was a southern communist group lead a movement, and overthrew the Diem Government. This started the second Indochina war, also called the Vietnam War. The war ended April 30, 1975. In 1976 north and South Vietnam were united.
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