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Spain


I am going to tell you some things about Spain and I hope you will learn something about this country.


Spain is a very important country in Europe. It is also the 3rd largest country in Europe. The Iberian Peninsula is where Spain is located in Europe. There are 194,898 sq. miles of land in Spain. To help you picture the size it is a little more than twice the size of Oregon.


The first known people in Spain came between 500 B.C. and 800 B.C. It was once a great empire that had control of Germany, Austria, and the Netherlands. The fall of that empire began in 1588 when the English Navy defeated the great fleet, the Spanish Armada. The Spanish Civil War started in 1936 and continued for 3 years. They started the war because their king left and they had an argument about the government. The Nationalists (army) beat the Republicans. On April 1st , the head General of the Army, Francisco Franco, declared himself the king. 


The Spanish have many different kinds of food in their life. For breakfast they have coffee or hot chocolate, toast, croissants, or churros, which are strips of dough. Lunch is the main meal of the day in Spain. Supper is usually a light cold meal. Some of the foods are fish, fruit, vegetables, olives, grapes, and meats like veal, pork, and sausage, and wine which they have at most meals.


The leading spectator sport in Spain is soccer. It was first played in [image: image2.png]g




1873 when Scottish and English people taught them.

They play many other sports like golf, tennis, cycling, and water sports. Bullfighting is the 2nd most popular spectator sport in Spain. As you can see there are many things to do or watch in Spain.


Spaniards have many festivals that they celebrate throughout the year. Their national holiday is Hispanic Day and is October 12th. La Tomatina is a festival when people throw thousands of tomatoes at each other in a giant food fight. January 6th is the feast of three kings, which is when gifts are exchanged. Another festival is the running of the bulls. Every morning for the nine day festival 6 bulls are let loose through the streets. Even though it is very dangerous there have only been 13 deaths between 1924 and 1997.
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Can you guess what the population of Spain is? The estimated population as of July 2003 was 40,217,413. There is also a 0.16% population increase. Literacy is the percentage of people age 15 or over that can read. 97.9% of everyone over 15 can read in Spain. 98.7% of all men can read, and only 97.2% of women. The language that 74% of people speak is Castilian Spanish. 17% speak Catalan, 7% speak Galician and 2% speak Basque. 


Spain’s capital is Madrid. Its government type is a parliamentary monarchy. Spain signed its constitution December 6th, 1978 and it was effective starting December 29, 1978. You have to be 18 in Spain to vote. Its conventional long form of its name is the Kingdom of Spain. Those are some facts about Spain’s government. 


The people of Spain use many different ways to communicate. They have 17.336 million main telephone lines and 8.394 million cell phone users. They have 56 Internet Service Providers for 7.89 million Internet users. There are 224 television broadcast stations in Spain.


They also have many different ways to get around their country. They have 152 airports, but only 93 have paved runways. There are also 7 heliports. 14,189 km of railways are in Spain, plus 663,795 km, and 6,638 km are unpaved. They have 1,045 km of waterways in Spain, which are of little economic importance.


The Spanish have many of the same military branches as the United States. Their branches are the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Marines, the Civil Guard, the National Police, and the Coastal Civil Guard. To be in the Spanish military you must be 20 years old. There are 8,391,612 Spaniards fit to serve in the military.


That is the end of my report; I hope you learned something about Spain.
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