JAMAICA
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Deep in the Caribbean Sea lay a little country called Jamaica. Jamaica is just south of Cuba and is no bigger than Connecticut. It is approximately 10,992 square kilometers. Of that 10,992 square kilometers 10,831 square kilometers is covered in land and the remaining 160 square kilometers is covered in water. As you can probably tell Jamaica is a very small country.


With it’s subtropical weather Jamaica’s temperatures range from about 66 degrees Fahrenheit to 99 degrees Fahrenheit. Jamaica manages to get an average of 82 inches of rain every year. They have a pretty big hurricane season. The hurricane season stretches from around June 1st to November 30th. I guess you can say that they have typical tropical weather.


With the size that Jamaica is it manages to have about 2,695,876 people living on it. Of that 2,695,876 people 1.3% are East Indian, 0.2% are white, 90.9% are black, o.2% are Chinese, 7.3% are mixed, and 0.1% are other. They all speak either English or Patios. There probably is just a heck of a lot of culture there!

Now let’s talk a little bit about Jamaican government. They have the same three branches of government as we do. Although there’s a slight difference – they have a Queen that represents their executive branch. Their currency is a lot different from ours too. One of our U.S. dollars equals thirty- five Jamaican dollars. I think it’s safe to say that it would be kinda hard to go to Jamaica and not get the currency all messed up!

Blue Mountain coffee is one of Jamaica’s biggest [image: image2.jpg]


exports. I personally am very curious as to what Blue Mountain Coffee tastes like! They also export alumina, bauxite, sugar, bananas, and rum. They export their products to the following places: The U.S., Japan, Trinidad, and Tobago. I bet that they are pretty busy trying to ship their products out!

[image: image3.jpg]


Jerk meat is a huge deal in Jamaica. It’s basically what we call beef jerky but theirs’ is made up of almost every kind of meat. Jamaicans’ are always cooking what their ancestors used to make. Those meals usually included fish, chicken, and yams. Ackee and salt fish are nationally cooked dishes. I think it would be fun to try some of their ancestors’ dishes!

Jamaicans’ are very festive people. They celebrate lots of the holidays that we celebrate. Jamaica actually has one month that is a carnival month! This carnival month is held in Kingston Jamaica’s capital. One of their other nationally celebrated holidays is Boxing Day. I’m thinking that it would be very neat to attend one of their festivals!
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Drama is a big cultural part of Jamaica, along with poetry and the slang like language they speak called patios. Louise Bennett Coverly gave pretty much everything that was previously listed to Jamaica. Patios got a lot of attention because she didn’t want to see the language leave the island. Of course she won and now patios is bigger that ever! Louise Bennett Coverly is just one powerful woman!

Netball is a game that is many teenagers enjoy playing in Jamaica. This game is pretty much a combination of what basketball and football. To score points you have to get the ball through a field goal. You can also travel. Jamaican’s also love to listen to music and dance. They do most of the things we enjoy to do!
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The Franklin Park Zoo is a popular tourist attraction in Jamaica. Jamaica also has a few very nice resorts [image: image6.jpg]


like Sandals. People also travel to see the historic sites in Kingston. There are many museums and clubs in Jamaica that tourist enjoy seeing. Around 32,000 Jamaicans are tour guides. I guess you could say it would be a very authentic tour!

Well of course I hope you learned a little something from my report but here are some of my own personal fun facts. My mom has been to Jamaica once and my dad has been there twice. The 1st time my dad went he built and wired an orphanage with his good friend. The 2nd time my dad went he went with my mom and most of their friends. Both my parents agree that Jamaica is a beautiful place! I hope if they go again they [image: image7.jpg]


will take me!
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