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Italy’s formal name is Repubblica Italiana. It is 116,333 square miles. Rome, one of the biggest cities in Italy, is its capital. If you take a vacation to Italy you have to remember that 1 dollar here equals 2000 lyre in Italy.

[image: image4.jpg]



In Italy one of the biggest tourist attractions is the “Leaning Towner of Pisa.” It got its name exactly the way it sounds. It is a leaning bell tower. This tower was 4.4 meters out of line because when it was built, from 1173 to about 1730, it was built on unstable soil. Now, after construction workers have tried to fix it. The Leaning Tower of Pisa is only 1.3 centimeters out of line.


If you ever go to Italy make sure you don’t go in August. During that month all of the stores around will be closed. All of the stores are closed because that is Italy’s vacation month. That is the only month really that is off for Italians so most people don’t want to spend the time there. Some people even have a second house by the sea so they can just go there during August.


Most Italians live in houses that are about 100 years old either that or in an apartment. If you don’t have much money you might just live in a shack. No matter what kind of house you live in, the floors will be made out of tile and the walls will be made out of cement or stone.
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One room that would be in a house would be the salotto.  A salotto in America would be a living room. Another room they would have is sala da pranzo. We call that the dining room where you eat.
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There are really only two full meals in Italy. The first one is just a little breakfast. Some people may get a light snack in the afternoon but not a real meal. The biggest meal is in the evening. At that meal there are many steps. First you will get an appetizer. Than you will get some sort of soup. The third thing is pasta. Meat or vegetables are next. When you are finished you can eat some salad. The last step is fresh fruit. On a Sunday or special occasion you will also receive a dessert.


The way they get all of the food for these meals is by going to the market. Most small towns have one little market in the middle of the town. A bigger town may have many little shops throughout the city or they might have a mall. There is a famous mall in Rome called the Via Candiotti.


Children in Italy don’t go to school as many hours as we do. Although they still go from September to mid-June, they only stay at school from at about 8 am to around noon. At that time they will go home to there parents.


When children get home they might play a sport. The girls usually play volleyball and the boys play football or, what we would call soccer. Football is an Olympic sport in Italy and is very popular.


Even though Italians usually only have two kids on average, Italy has one of the biggest in populations in the world with a population of 57,999,353 people. So if you ever want to go to Italy I hope this was helpful.
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