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IRELAND


At 53( North Latitude and 8( West Longitude is the little island of Ireland. The island is in Western Europe. Ireland is also west of Great Britain and in the North Atlantic Ocean. 

Ireland is a smaller country, only 27,136 square miles. Which is slightly bigger than West Virginia. The population of this country is 3,924,140 people.


The people in Ireland are mainly Irish. With 1,942,723 men and 1,974,417 women it is a busy country. In this country for every 14.63 births there are 1000 people and for every 7.94 deaths there are 1000 people. Only 2,400 people suffer from HIV and AIDS.


The people of this country have many hobbies and sports to do or play. The people in Ireland like their music. They listen to rock, country, and western music but they mainly like traditional Irish music. One of the main hobbies in Ireland is dancing mainly step dancing. (Irish Dancing) People of the Irish culture are very enthusiastic about [image: image2.jpg]


sports. The most popular sport in Ireland is Gaelic football. Gaelic football is a mix between rugby and soccer. Some other sports that the Irish play are soccer, rugby, golf, darts, horseracing, fishing, hurling, and basketball.


The kids in Ireland like the schools. The schools are kind of like ours. When you are 15 and older you can read and write. They are well educated in Ireland. The country pays for the schools. The main subjects are English, history, math, and foreign language.
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Ireland is a different kind of country because it has two flags. One flag is for the Republic of Ireland. This flag has three vertical stripes. A green stripe for the Catholics of a native Irish descent. An orange stripe for the descendants of the seventeenth-century British Protestants. A white stripe for hope and peace between the two groups. The other flag is for Northern Ireland. This flag is based on the flag of England. It has the red cross of Saint George, a red right hand, a six-pointed star for the six counties of Ulster, and a crown on the star. [image: image4.jpg]




People in Ireland love to watch festivals and be in them. Most of the festivals are based around Saint Patrick’s Day, the “blessing of the sea,” and Saint Stephen’s Day. The festivals include parades, musical events, and pilgrimages. Some of the non-religious festivals are the Adare Jazz Festival, Cork Jazz Festival, Feis Ceoil, Pan Celtic Festival, Ballyshannon International Folk Festival, Galway Arts Festival, Lettrekenny Folk Festival, and the Puck Fair. There are many other festivals in Ireland.
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People of Irish descent have many Irish specialties. One of their favorites is lamb. Some of their other favorites are Irish stew, homemade cheeses, fish, and homemade fresh baked bread. In Ireland they use to have big breakfasts or a Fry in the morning. The Fry’s consisted of eggs, bacon, grilled tomatoes, brown bread, and black or white pudding. Their dinner was in the middle of the day. Then at the end of the day they had a small meal called “tea.”


Ireland has a republic for their government. They have a president that serves seven-year terms and can be reelected once. The Irish also has a prime minister, which serves 5 year terms, but Ireland also has a parliament that serves 5 year terms also. Ireland got their independence on December 6, 1921. the government of Ireland has three branches like the U.S.


Ireland has a lot of history but I’m just going to tell you three events. One is in the 6th century B.C., Ireland was invaded by the Celts from the European Mainland. The Celts defeated the city Firbolg. The Norseman, Normans, and the English also invaded Ireland. The country then began to have civil wars. The civil wars hurt Ireland more then the invaders did. In 1920 Ireland divided into Ulster and Catholic Ireland. Then Catholic Ireland (Southern Ireland) became Irish free, Ireland is still divided and still very festive.


Those are many facts about Ireland, but there are still many more.
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