AUSTRALIA
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I chose to do a report on Australia.  I have numerous topics that I can tell you about. 
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Australia is the sixth largest country in the world.  Also it is the only country that is also a continent.  Australia has an area of about 2,966,000 square miles, which is almost the same size as the United States, without including Alaska.  Within the six states, there are around 19,731,984 people.  By the way, the six states are New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia.
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The Australian flag is very creative, in my opinion.  It sort of resembles the British flag because it used to be part of Great Britain.  The flag was adopted in 1901.  The seven stars represent the six states and one territory.  Also the six stars in the cross formation represent the cross pointing south in the sky.


The Australians take many different ways of transportation.  A few ways are railways, highways, waterways, airports, and ports & harbors.  There are 25842.8 miles of railways, 5604330.1 miles of highways, and 5199.9 miles of waterways.  In Australia, there are 444 airports.  Out of those, only 294 have paved runways.  Some of the ports & harbors include Cairns, Sydney, Geelong, and Mackey.


There are three types of armed forces in Australia.  There is the Navy, Army, and Air Force.  You must be at least seventeen to be in any of the Armed forces.  Also there are many badges for the Army, Navy, and Air Forces.

[image: image4.jpg]



In Australia, there can be fires at any time in the season.  They are taken very seriously.  Did you know that if you’re caught throwing a cigarette butt out the window you would get a five-year sentence in jail and you must pay $10,000?  Lightning is the main cause of fires but sometimes humans start them.  The Weather Bureau assesses the risk by giving a daily fire risk by all major roads.
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In Australia, sports are very popular.  Some of the sports they do include cross-country skiing, cycling, fishing, jogging, skiing, snowboarding, surfing, swimming, and walking.  The Australians do these sports for fun.  Although some are games they compete in.

The average family is a lot like ours.  Nine out of ten people live with their families.  Also about 70% have their own home.  Most live in a town or city.  Also, most live in a suburban home on a suburban street.  Australians usually learn to swim early on in life.

There are many different religions in Australia.  They are:

Anglican………………………………………..26.1%

Roman Catholic……………………………….26%

Other Christian……………………..…….24.3%

Non-Christian…………………………………….11%
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Other………………………………………………12.6%
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There are many wild animals.  There are wallabies, wombats, platypus, koalas, and the well known kangaroo.  The koalas are mostly found near the coast.  They eat Eucalyptus leaves and spend most of the day in Eucalyptus trees.  Just crossing the road kills most of them.  People think they’re closer to the bear family but there actually closer to the Kangaroo family.  Kangaroos eat plants.  Some can jump up to 30 feet and run up to 30 MPH.  The baby Joey is born at one inch and stay in the mother’s pouch until it is 7-10 months old.
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The Great Barrier Reef is located on the northeast coast of Queensland, Australia.  Queensland is the 3rd most popular vacation state in Australia.  The Reef is Queensland’s #1 tourist attraction.  The Reef is about 1250 miles of many small reefs.  There are more then 350 species of different coral in many colors.  Also there are over 1500 types of fish including clams, mollusks, starfish, and sea cucumber.
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Here is some Australian Lingo for you to know and to tell your Cobbers:

Cobber………………………………………………………………………………………………Friend

Dill………………………………………………………………………………………………………Idiot

Dipstick……………………………………………………………………………………Fool/Idiot

Dog………………………………………………………………………….Unattractive Woman

Exy………………………………………………………………………………………………Expensive

Flick………………………………………………………………………To Dump your Partner

Furphy………………………………………………………………………………………….….Rumor

G’day…………………………………………………………………………………………………….Hello

Jumped Up………………………………………………………………………………….Stuck Up

Knock Back………………………………………………………………………………………Refuse

Lingo……………………………………………………..………………………………………Language

Loo………………………………………………………………………………………………………Toilet

Mate…………………………………………………………………………………….Buddy/Friend

Oldies………………………………………………………………………………………………Parents

Pigs Arse……………………………………………………………………………I Don’t Agree

Rack Off………………………………………………………………………………………Get Lost

Rage…………………………………………………………………………………………………….Party
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Sheila…………………………………………………………………………………………A Woman


That is only a few things I learned.
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