LINE GRAPHS


A line graph shows change over time.  Like a column or bar graph, a line graph has an x-axis and a y-axis.


The x-axis is horizontal.  Its title appears across the bottom of the graph.  Usually the x-axis shows time.  Time can be expressed in many ways; some examples are years, decades, months, days, hours, seconds, time of day (morning, noon, supper time, etc.).  These expressions of time are labels so they must have words.  Just putting 2005 would make it a value, instead type Year 2005 to be sure it is a label.


The y-axis is vertical.  Its title appears along the left side of the graph.  Usually the y-axis shows the measure of something.  Some of the examples we use in class are “tree height in inches”, “temperature in degrees Fahrenheit”, etc.  These “measures of something” need to be values, which means you may only type a number in the cell.  The heading above the value cells should show the unit of measure.  As an example, cell b5 would say “Tree Height in Inches”, and cell b6 could be 10, cell b7 13, etc.


You can make great line graphs as long as you properly enter the information in cells as labels and values.
